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the theory entirely. It is true that at the end of the chapters "notes" of 
explanation are added. But the explanation often clouds rather than clarifies 
the subject. Common law, for instance, it is asserted (p. 157), "consists of a 
set of rules and principles which have not been promulgated by a legislature, 
but which have grown out of custom and usage and have been gathered from 
political decisions and from the opinions of jurists." In the same paragraph 
we read that "common law may be said to be unwritten, for its rules are not 
formulated in written documents." This statement may seriously be ques- 
tioned. Walker, e.g., in his American Law (p. 53) says that common law "is 
the stupendous work of judicial legislation. Theorize as we may, it has been 
made from first to last by judges." And what are the opinions of judges but 
written documents ? That the author's opinions are not clear to himself or 
that his statements are misleading to scholars is not the question; but this 
work is not intended for scholars but for elementary students, and these state- 
ments are cited merely for the purpose of calling into question the advisability 
of attempting to present abstract and theoretical subjects to beginners in 
civics. 

Part II deals with the organization of government, national, state, and 
local, the government of territories and dependencies, and party organization, 
while Part III describes the functions and services of government under such 
chapter headings as defense, international relations, taxation, national finance, 
state finance, public debt, currency, commerce, elections, education, corpora- 
tions, labor, crime, charities, and the police power. Questions, notes, and 
suggestive exercises, and topics for special work follow each chapter and 
are valuable aids in stimulating further study of the subject. Numerous 
illustrations are also interspersed throughout the work. 

Introduction to Political Science. By Raymond Garfield Gettell. 
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1010. Pp. 421. 

With the growing interest in the social sciences in colleges and universities 
and among thinking people in general, there is need for a book that will give 
a general outline of political science. In the words of the author, "the chief 
purpose of this book is to combine in brief compass the essentials of political 
science .... by showing the interrelations among the various divisions of 
the subject, to bring out more clearly the essential unity of the state." 

The work begins with a list of general references and a list of periodicals 
containing material of importance in political science. After a brief survey 
of the nature and scope of the subject the work is divided into three parts — 
"The Nature of the State," "The Organization of Government," and "The 
Ends of the State." Each of these three divisions is analyzed and discussed 
in its various phases — Part I under such chapters as "Origin of the State," 
"Theories of the State," "Sovereignty," "Forms of the State and of Govern- 
ment," and "Constitutions"; Part II under the "Electorate," "Separation 
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and Division of Powers," "The Legislature," "The Executive," "The Judi- 
ciary," "Political Parties," and "Local Government"; Part III under two 
chapters, "The Province of Government" and "The Functions of Govern- 
ment." These chapter headings suggest the general scope of the work. 
There are, in all, twenty-five chapters, each preceded by a general outline and a 
list of references to standard works bearing upon the subject. These refer- 
ences are, with few exceptions, to works written in, or translated into, English, 
but they form a very good list for outside reading for the average student, and 
that is what the work is intended for. While the author "aims to add little 
to the sum total of human knowledge," the work shows a wide reading and a 
mastery of materials and it certainly is a real contribution to those who wish 
to give a general course, in colleges and universities, upon this subject. It is 
an excellent textbook to place in the hands of students and forms a good basis 
for a wider study of political science, and, best of all, it is written in a clear, 
forceful style. 

Karl F. Geiser 
Oberlin College 



Agricultural Instruction in the Public High Schools of the United States. 
By Clarence Hall Robison. New York: Columbia Univer- 
sity, 1911. Pp. viii-l-205. 

This book by Dr. Robison, which is No. 39 in the Teachers College series, 
'Contributions to Education," assembles the results of a prolonged and 
expensive investigation of the subject discussed. The wide range of data 
collected is well organized, and the items have been presented for the most 
part in comparable units. 

A brief explanatory introduction is followed by chapters on Agricultural 
Education (8 pages), The Public High School (28 pages), Some Typical High 
Schools Teaching Agriculture (42 pages), Administration, Equipment, and 
Methods (16 pages), Preparation and Salaries of Teachers of Agriculture in 
the High Schools (14 pages), Special Secondary Schools of Agriculture (25 
pages), and Problems of Agricultural Instruction in the Secondary School 
(40 pages). There are also two appendices, one of which reviews the legisla- 
tion pertaining to agricultural instruction in the public high schools, and the 
other presents a list of references on agricultural education. These references 
are chiefly supplementary to the bibliographies in the Bureau of Education 
bulletins by L. H. Bailey and J. R. Jewell. 

The chief values to the reading public of books typified by this one under 
review, are two: the source material made available, and the constructive 
suggestions which the author may somewhat mature in the course of his work. 
The first-hand materials presented by Dr. Robison were secured by question- 
naire replies, catalogues and records, personal visits, and state reports, as well 
as data secured directly by the author from summer schools, administrative 



